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Principle #1
5 Layers of Costuming

1 - Body and Grooming

2 - Makeup & Hair 

3 - Costume

4 - Accessories

5 - Props



Principle #2
3 Main Groups of Costume

1 - Glam

2 - Ethnographic

3 - Fusion 
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Principle #3 - 
“Performance Trinity”

A good belly dance performance must 
be visually united and work in harmony.  

The “Performance Trinity” is composed 
of three elements:

1 - Costuming

2 - Music

3 - Repertoire 

Pro Dancer Poppy Maya at Work



Principle #4
Costumes are available in 
different Grades

- Student
- Semi-Professional
- Professional
- Couture

Shalimar in different Costume Grades



Principle 5: 
The Belly Dance Wardrobe is more than Costumes



Make a budget

● Save for Purchases
● Identify your Needs vs. 

Wants
● Spend on Quality 

Essentials
● Value & Cost per wearing
● Do your research



Document Your Costume Looks

● Use Photos & Videos
● Take Selfies and OOOD
● Evaluate your looks
● Plan for change

○ Restyle
○ Accessories
○ Fit Alterations
○ Repairs 

Alisha Westerfeld, Dancer - Photographer - Author



Learn to Sew
● Fitting Alterations
● Repairs
● Restyling 
● Dressmaker Pieces
● Specialty Costume 

Pieces
● Pro-Level
● Couture-Level



Thank You!

Buy a book - On Amazon, Etsy Support my 
work and build your reference library at the 
same time!

Take a Class on Belly Dance Business 
Academy - I offer free and low-cost classes on 
costuming and business.

Visit my website - www.davina.us
Follow me on FaceBook, Pinterest, & 
Instagram

Coming 

Soon!

http://www.davina.us

